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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/26/2004 liave been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Applicant argues that Wu does not contain any suggestion that such a Web page 
could be a customized EPG used as a startup page. The claims do not recite a 
"customized EPG". Claim 1 recites "a customized startup page for an Electronic 
Program Guide". There is no suggestion when the EPG is displaying (or displaying at 
any point before or after the EPG is displayed) the customized Web page as stated by 
applicant's arguments. Because the limitation "providing a customized startup page for 
an Electronic Program Guide" is broadly recited, Wu discloses this limitation by the 
viewer using an electronic program guide to select a channel, which in turn sends all the 
channel selection information to the Hub (dedicated server), and in turn sends the 
matching web page (or links) to the viewer (see Column 10, Lines 1-16 and Lines 64- 
67). Therefore, since the matching Web page is sent to the user based on a channel 
selected using an EPG, then a customized (matching) startup page (initial page sent to 
the user) for an Electronic Program Guide (EPG used to select a channel) is provided 
by the system. 

Further evidence is provided by Wu in the second embodiment disclosed in 
Figure 10 and Column 12, Lines 7-26, which goes one step further and discusses the 
actual use of the channel parameter that is transmitted to the dedicated server is used 
for determining the customized startup page (matching Web page). 
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Furthermore, even if Wu was required to provide a customized EPG used as a 
startup page, Wu also teaches that the matching web page is related to the television 
program being displayed to the viewer. Therefore, Wu provides a guide to electronic 
(television) programs, through the matching web page (startup hub page), which is 
contextualiy linked to the television program being displayed (see Column 8, Lines 10- 
14). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , which is different from claim 1 and recites more specific 
claim limitation of "generating an Electronic Program Guide startup Hub page", see the 
arguments above discussing how none of the claim limitations state that the startup Hub 
page is displayed as part of the EPG (as argued by the client), and that even if a 
customized EPG was required, that Wu additionally meets such a limitation. The 
examiner notes that if the applicant wishes to specify that the startup Hub page is to 
appear during the initial startup of the STB, which provides the EPG, that it must be 
positively recited in the claims. 

Applicant also argues that there is no suggestion of either a startup Hub page or 
it's potential content in Wu. Again note that the Web Page is provided to the user based 
on the user's profile (see arguments above), which is a startup Hub page, because it is 
the first page sent to the user based on the selection information provided by the Set 
Top Box. 

Applicant further argues that Wu references elements that happen to match the 
claim elements that are not arranged as required by the claims. Applicant provides no 
examples of how Wu fails to meet any antecedent basis for any limitations stated in 
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applicant's claims. The examiner has reviewed the steps of applicant's limitations and 
the rejection of the previous Office Action, and cannot find any such deficiency. 

Applicant further argues that Wu teaches away from using multiple servers to 
provide information, as taught by Mighdoll, because Wu teaches that his/her server is 
"dedicated". This only suggests that Wu accesses one server, which creates the 
deficiency of having only a limited amount of information available to provide the page 
to the user, therefore it would be obvious to provide additional servers, in order to 
provide more information (which was the purpose for using Mighdoll to teach this 
additional limitation). Just because a server is "dedicated" does not mean it cannot 
access other servers or databases on the Internet, but only means that a specific task is 
dedicated (see definition of "dedicated" at www.aoogle.com using the search term 
"define: dedicated"). 

Applicant also argues that the combination of Wu and Mighdoll lacks any 
motivation. The previous Office Action clearly states that it would have been obvious to 
make the combination for the purpose of updating a web page that requires frequent 
updates in order to provide up-to-date information, which is provided by the Mighdoll 
reference. Again, additional servers provide additional information and Mighdoll is using 
this additional information to update the web pages. 

Applicant also argues that with the additional of the Rosin reference, there is 
additionally no motivation to combine Rosin with Wu and Mighdoll. The motivation 
(taken from Rosin) simply states that it would have obvious to modify Wu and Mighdoll, 
using the templates of Rosin for the purpose of providing the information in a simple 
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intuitive manner, as opposed to showing a handful of links that the user does not wish to 
view. Therefore, it would have been obvious to use the templates of Rosin in the 
system of Wu and Mighdoll. 

Applicant also notes an alternative definition of "default", but also states, "either 
case can be considered to be a default". Therefore, the rejection stands. 

Therefore, Wu, Mighdoll and Rosin still read on the claim limitations, and this 
Office Action is made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office acfion: 
A person' shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only rf the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-5, 9-14 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by Wu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,326,982). 

Referring to claim 1 , Wu discloses receiving a request for the startup page (see 
Column 10, Lines 1-5 for sending user ID, time and channel parameters in order to 
retrieve a startup web page (see Column 2, Lines 20-22)) from a set-top box associated 
with a user (see Column 5, Lines 63-65 for the client device being a set-top box 
associated with a user (see Column 4, Lines 40-43)). 
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Wu also discloses finding a user profile corresponding to the user in a user 
database (see Column 10, Lines 22-25 for accessing various types of user profiles for 
determining a matching web page). The examiner notes that profile 144 in Figure 5 
contains both a user ID and user interests, therefore profile 144 corresponds to a user 
in a user database (see Column 6, Lines 66-67 for storing the profile 144 at the server). 
Although Wu does not specifically state that a database is used, the examiner notes 
that a database is simply, "an organized body of related information", therefore since 
profile 144 contains a user ID with a related user interest field to match, profile 144 is a 
database. 

Wu also discloses generating a link to content based upon the user profile (see 
Column 10, Lines 38-49 for determining a link to content based on the matching of 
parameters in the user profiles 144 and 160 (note profile 144 is used to identify the 
appropriate user in the database)). 

Wu also discloses generating the startup page comprising at least the link to the 
content (see Column 9, Lines 49-57 for displaying both the video and matching web 
page on a display screen). The examiner notes that since the web page displayed 
along with the television program corresponds to the actual television content, then the 
web page itself is a "link to content" (see Column 8, Lines 10-13 for the matching web 
pages corresponding to segments of the video data). 

Referring to claims 2-3, Wu discloses that the content comprises a web site and 
a television program source (see Column 9, Lines 49-57 for the web page (link to a 
web site (see Column 9, Lines 37-40) corresponding to video data carried by the 
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currently selected channel). Also note claim 1 of Wu, which states, "determining a 
matching Web address associated with said particular portion of video data". 

Referring to claim 4, Wu discloses that a user profile comprises location 
information (see Figure 3 for a user profile 110 comprising shipping address information 
118 and also Figure 7 for a user profile 160 comprising layout information 164). Both 
types of information define location information. 

Referring to claim 5, Wu discloses that the user profile comprises programming 
preferences of the user (see specific user interest profile 148 in user profile 160 of 
Figure 7). 

Referring to claim 9, Wu discloses that the request for the startup page from a 
set-top box is received from a web browser program residing on the set-top box (see 
Column 5, Lines 5-7 and Lines 57-59). 

Referring to claim 10, Wu discloses that the startup page comprises an HTML 
document populated with at least the link to content (see Column 4, Lines 32-34 and 
Column 9, Lines 37-40). 

Referring to claim 1 1 , Wu discloses means for receiving an HTTP request from 
the set-top box (see Column 1 0, Lines 1-5 for sending user ID, time and channel 
parameters in order to retrieve a startup web page (see Column 2, Lines 20-22)). 

Wu also discloses a user database storing a user profile (see Figure 7 and 
Column 7, Lines 22-24 for storing a user profile 160). 

Wu also discloses a Hub generating program that receives the HTTP request 
and generates a query of the user database to retrieve the user profile from the user 
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database (see Column 10, Lines 22-25 for accessing various types of user profiles for 
determining a matching web page). The examiner notes that profile 144 in Figure 5 
contains both a user ID and user interests, therefore profile 144 corresponds to a user 
in a user database (see Column 6, Lines 66-67 for storing the profile 144 at the server). 
The examiner also notes at Column 3, Lines 7-10 discloses that the server can execute 
the process of determining the matching Web address; therefore the hub-generating 
program would inherently reside at the server 34 in Figure 1 executed by a processor in 
order for the process to be executed. 

Wu also discloses that the Hub generating program generates a query of a site 
database for information associated with the user profile (see Column 10, Lines 38-50 
for providing a user ID to the server and comparing the user ID with a stored user ID in 
profile 144, which is then compared to another profile 160 in order to determine the 
matching web page). The examiner notes that the user database provides user 
information stored in profile 144 and the site database provides site information stored 
in profile 160 (see Figures 5 and Column 6, Lines 66-67 and Column 7, Lines 1-4 for the 
user database and Figure 7 and Column 7, Lines 21-34 for the site database), 

Wu also discloses that the Hub generating program generates a Hub page by 
populating an HTML document with the information (see Column 9, Lines 33-40 for 
creating a matching Web page based on the user's profile). 

Referring to claim 12, Wu discloses sending the Hub page to the set-top box (see 
Column 9, Lines 37-40 for sending the link of the matching web page to the client, which 
comprises a set-top box (see Column 5, Lines 56-58)). 
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Referring to ciainns 13-14, see the rejection of clainns 4-5, respectively. 
Referring to claim 19, see the rejection of claim 9, 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 6-8, 15 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Wu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,326,982) in view of Mighdoll et al. (U.S. 

Patent No. 6,332,157). 

Referring to claim 6, Wu discloses all of the limitations in claim 1 , as well as 
querying a database to obtain a matching web page based upon a user profile (see 
Column 9, Lines 33-40). 

Wu fails to disclose accessing a plurality of databases to obtain the plurality of 
links based on a user profile. Mighdoll discloses querying a plurality of databases 
(remote servers 4) to obtain a plurality of links (see Column 7, Lines 1 1-12 for a web 
page containing multiple links) based upon a user profile (see Column 14, Lines 57-63 
for also providing a user database 62 similar to Wu's databases (Figures 3-8) that is 
used to dictate which links are permitted to be presented to a user). Also note Figure 1 
for WebTV server accessing remote servers 4 through Internet 3 and Column 9, Lines 
12-16 for retrieving a document that had not been previously requested. 
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At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the database used to provide links to content, as 
taught by Wu, using a plurality of remote databases accessible over the Internet used to 
provide links to content, as taught by Mighdoll, for the purpose of updating a web page 
(such as a web page that includes weather data) that requires frequent updates in order 
to provide up-to-date information (see Column 12, Lines 24-25 of Mighdoll). 

Claim 7 corresponds to claim 6, where Wu discloses that a database is accessed 
via the Internet (see client system 12 contacting the user database in server 34 through 
Internet 22), The examiner notes that claim 1 and 6 both disclose the use a user 
database in claim 1 and databases in claim 6, therefore when claim 7 refers to "at least 
one of the databases", the examiner is interpreting "at least one of the databases" to be 
the user database disclosed by Wu in the rejection of claim 1 , which is accessed 
through Internet 22. Mighdoll also discloses that one of the remote databases can be 
accessed over the Internet as well (see Figure 1). 

Claim 8 corresponds to claim 6, where Mighdoll discloses at least one of the 
databases are updated via periodic contact with a remote server accessed via the 
Internet (see Column 12, Lines 18-61 for periodically updating cache 65 with an 
updated web page from a remote server 4 and Figure 1 to show that WebTV server 5 
retrieves the updated web page document from remote server 4 over Internet 3). Also 
note that the WebTV server 5 includes the cache 65 used to store the updated data 
(see Figure 4A and Column 5, Lines 60-62). 
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Referring to claim 15, see the rejection of claim 6 for a web page containing 
multiple links to content based upon a user profile (see Column 7, Lines 1 1-12 and 
Column 14, Lines 57-63 of Mighdoll). 

Referring to claim 17, see the rejection of claim 6 for Mighdoll teaching a remote 
database (remote server 4 in Figure 1 ) wherein the remote database is accessed via 
the Internet (remote server 4 accessed by WebTV server 5 through Intemet 3 in Figure 
1 ), and wherein the Hub generating program generates a query of the remote database 
for information associated with the user profile (see Column 14, Lines 57-63 for 
accessing web pages specified by a user profile and Column 6, Lines 43-46 for 
accessing a web site from a remote server 4 if the data stored in the document 
database 61 in WebTV server 5 is no longer valid). Therefore, if a request for a web 
page is made, authorized by the user profile and determined to be invalid, the remote 
server 4 will be accessed to provide the web site. 

Referring to claim 1 8, see the rejection of claim 8. 



4. Claims 16 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wu et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,326,982) in view of Rosin et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6.397,387). 

Referring to claim 16, Wu discloses all of the limitations in claim 1 1 , as well as 
creating a hub page based on a user profile (see the rejection of claim 1 1 ), but fails to 
teach that the hub page comprises a template selected from a plurality of available 
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templates based upon the user profile, and wherein the template is populated with links 
determined from the user profile. 

Rosin discloses providing hub pages with links to Internet content (see Column 5, 
Lines 61-65). Rosin continues to disclose that the links are classified into categories or 
topics within templates that can be stored at the server (see Column 6. Lines 1-4). 
Rosin also discloses that the templates can be tailored according to specific user 
profiles (see Column 6, Lines 61-62). Once the templates are determined the content of 
the web pages can be determined according to the templates (see Column 6, Lines 35- 
37, thereby having a selected template (from a plurality of templates, which are 
populated based upon a user profile) determine the content included in a particular hub 
page). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the created hub page, as taught by Wu, using the hub 
page template, as taught by Rosin, for the purpose of providing text, images, sound, 
and video on-demand in a simple, intuitive manner akin to traditional television 
programming for mass-market consumers (see Column 2, Lines 37-40 of Rosin). 

Referring to claim 20, Wu discloses all of the limitations in claim 1 1 , as well as 
creating a hub page (see rejection of claim 1 ), but fails to disclose that the information 
includes a default hub page template selected from a Home page template, sports page 
template, news page template and children's page template. 

Rosin discloses templates that can be used in order to dictate the information 
(content) of the web pages (see Column 6, Lines 1-4 and Lines 35-37). Rosin also 
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discloses that the template can be a sports template as well as a news template (see 
Column 6, Lines 30-31 ). Rosin also discloses that the templates can be determined by 
a user profile that is used to provide preselected web links in a predetermined set of 
categories (see Column 6, Lines 61-65, thereby presenting a default hub page template, 
where the default hub page template is one that provides, "a particular setting or value 
for a variable that is assigned automatically by an operating system and remains in 
effect unless canceled or overridden by the operator" (see www.dictionarv.com for a 
definition of "default")). Therefore, until the web links are later updated based upon a 
user's activity (see Column 7, Lines 1-3), then the preselected web links presented to a 
user are inherently default web links determined by a user's profile. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the created hub page, as taught by Wu, using the 
default hub sports page template, as taught by Rosin, for the purpose of providing text, 
images, sound, and video on-demand in a simple, intuitive manner akin to traditional 
television programming for mass-market consumers (see Column 2, Lines 37-40 of 
Rosin). 

Referring to claims 22-25, see the rejection of claim 16, and also note that Rosin 
teaches a children's page and Home page (see Column 6, Lines 23-26, four categories 
can be selected to define a template, such as, sports, news, films (Home) and science 
fiction (which is a category of programming that children enjoy viewing, and therefore a 
children's page template)). 
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Also the category films (Home) is a broader category than the sports films and 
science fiction films disclosed at Column 6, Lines 32-34, therefore the category of films 
a the "Home" for the sports films and science fiction films categories. Therefore, Rosin 
teaches that the default hub page template is selected from (see Column 6, Lines 1-4 
and Column 7, Lines 6-8) for the templates providing the framework for presenting web 
pages) a Home page template (if the category of films is defined in the template), sports 
page template (if the category of sports is defined in the template), news page template 
(if the category of news is defined in the template) and children's page template (if the 
category of science fiction is defined in the template). 

Further Rosin discloses an additional children's page template is provided in the 
form of Internet blocking software, which only provides web pages that are appropriate 
for young children (see Column 12, Lines 36-40 and Lines 50-60). 



5. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 6,326,982) in view of Mighdoll et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6.332,157) in 
further view of Rosin et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,397,387). 

Referring to claim 21 , Wu discloses means for receiving an HTTP request from 
the set-top box (see Column 10, Lines 1-5 for sending user ID, time and channel 
parameters in order to retrieve a startup web page (see Column 2, Lines 20-22)), 
receiving a request for the startup page (see Column 10, Lines 1-5 for sending user ID, 
time and channel parameters in order to retrieve a startup web page (see Column 2, 
Lines 20-22), and that the request for the startup page from a set-top box is received 
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from a web browser program residing on the set-top box (see Column 5, Lines 5-7 and 
Lines 57-59). 

Wu also discloses a user database storing a user profile (see Figure 7 and 
Column 7, Lines 22-24 for storing a user profile 160), that a user profile comprises 
location information (see Figure 3 for a user profile 110 comprising shipping address 
information 1 18 and also Figure 7 for a user profile 160 comprising layout information 
164), and that the user profile comprises programming preferences of the user (see 
specific user interest profile 148 in user profile 160 of Figure 7). 

Wu also discloses a Hub generating program that receives the HTTP request 
and generates a query of the user database to retrieve the user profile from the user 
database (see Column 10, Lines 22-25 for accessing various types of user profiles for 
determining a matching web page). The examiner notes that profile 144 in Figure 5 
contains both a user ID and user interests, therefore profile 144 corresponds to a user 
in a user database (see Column 6, Lines 66-67 for storing the profile 144 at the server). 
The examiner also notes at Column 3, Lines 7-10 discloses that the server can execute 
the process of determining the matching Web address; therefore the hub-generating 
program would inherently reside at the server 34 in Figure 1 executed by a processor in 
order for the process to be executed. 

Wu also discloses that the Hub generating program generates a Hub page by 
populafing an HTML document with the information (see Column 9, Lines 33-40 for 
creating a matching Web page based on the user's profile). 
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Wu also discloses sending the Hub page to the set-top box (see Column 9, Lines 
37-40 for sending the link of the matching web page to the client, which comprises a 
set-top box (see Column 5, Lines 56-58)). 

Wu fails to disclose the hub-generating program generating a query of a plurality 
of databases for information associated with the user profile, the information comprising 
links to content. 

Mighdoll discloses querying a plurality of databases (remote servers 4) to obtain 
a plurality of links (see Column 7, Lines 1 1-12 for a web page containing multiple links) 
based upon a user profile (see Column 14, Lines 57-63 for also providing a user 
database 62 similar to Wu's databases (Figures 3-8) that is used to dictate which links 
are permitted to be presented to a user). Also note Figure 1 for WebTV server 
accessing remote servers 4 through Internet 3 and Column 9, Lines 12-16 for retrieving 
a document that had not been previously requested. 

Wu also fails to disclose that the plurality of databases comprising at least one 
remote database wherein the remote database is accessed via the Internet, and a site 
database that is updated via periodic contact via with a remote server accessed via the 
Internet. 

Mighdoll also discloses at least one of the databases (cache 65 in WebTV server 
5 in Figure 4A) is updated via periodic contact with a remote server accessed via the 
Internet (see Column 12, Lines 18-61 for periodically updating cache 65 with an 
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updated web page from a remote server 4 and Figure 1 to show that WebTV server 5 
retrieves the updated web page document from remote server 4 over Internet 3). 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the database used to provide links to content, as 
taught by Wu, using a plurality of remote databases accessible over the Internet used to 
provide links to content, as taught by Mighdoll, for the purpose of updating a web page 
(such as a web page that includes weather data) that requires frequent updates in order 
to provide up-to-date information (see Column 12, Lines 24-25 of Mighdoll). 

Wu and Mighdoll both fail to disclose a default hub page template that is selected 
from a Home page template, a sports page template, a news page template and a 
children's page template. 

Rosin discloses templates that can be used in order to dictate the information 
(content) of the web pages (see Column 6, Lines 1 -4 and Lines 35-37). Rosin also 
discloses that the template can be a sports template as well as a news template (see 
Column 6, Lines 30-31). Rosin also discloses that the templates can be determined by 
a user profile that is used to provide preselected web links in a predetermined set of 
categories (see Column 6, Lines 61-65, thereby presenting a default hub page template, 
where the default hub page template is one that provides, "a particular setting or value 
for a variable that is assigned automatically by an operating system and remains in 
effect unless canceled or overridden by the operator" (see www.dictionarv.com for a 
definition of "default")). Therefore, until the web links are later updated based upon a 
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user's activity (see Column 7, Lines 1-3), then the preselected web links presented to a 
user are inherently default web links determined by a user's profile. 

At the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art, to modify the created hub page, as taught by Wu and Mighdoll, 
using the default hub sports page template, as taught by Rosin, for the purpose of 
providing text, images, sound, and video on-demand in a simple, intuitive manner akin 
to traditional television programming for mass-market consumers (see Column 2, Lines 
37-40 of Rosin). 



Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 , 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason P Salce whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
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1824. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 8am-6pm (every other Friday 
off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (703) 305-4755. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



February 20, 2005 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



